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ENGLISH 3704 - AMERICAN LITERATURE, 1950-PRESENT: 3 CR 
Professor: Dr. Marjorie Worthington 
Office: Coleman Hall 3321 
Email: mg\',TQr!hing!QJ.l@~il!.,edu 
Class: Coleman Hall 3609, MWF, 9:00-9:50am 
Office Hours: MW I 0:00am-12:00pm or by appt. 
Phone: 581-5214 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this course, we will study fiction from 1950 to the present, paying 
particular attention to the ways in which the contemporary moment is marked by different varieties of 
paranoia. At times, this paranoia is justified (everyone really IS out to get you), at other times, the 
characters' persecution complex seems overblown. And sometimes, it is impossible to tell whether a 
character is crazy or whether the forces of the world really are lined up against her. In addition to the 
course readings, we will be looking at contemporary culture and its many conspiracy theories, with an eye 
toward exploring what causes our culture's paranoia and whether we are right to think of the universe .as a 
generally malign and menacing place. 
NOTE: Not only does this course require a great deal of reading, but J also expect you to be active 
participants in discussion, not just by talking about the books we read, but about how the books we read 
connect to other aspects of contemporary American life. I am particularly interested (as you will see) in 
the conspiracy theories that abound-the best students in this course will come to class ready to discuss 
how those conspiracy theories 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES INCLUQE (lfflT NOT LIJ\1,ITED TO): 
TEXTS: 
• To read, discuss and analyze representative texts of the late twentieth century to the 
present. 
• To familiarize ourselves with differing critical and cultural stances on some of 
these works. 
• To learn about and engage in literary research. 
• To hone skills related to writing literary and cultural analyses. 
Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952) 
Joseph Heller, Catch-22 (1961) 
Shirley Jackson, We Have Always Lived in the Castle (1962) 
Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 4 9 (1966) 
Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1977) 
Toni Mo1Tison, Beloved (1987) 
Michael Chabon, The Final Solution (2004) 
Bret Easton Ellis, Lunar Park (2005) 
Jess Walters, The Zero (2006) 
Coleson Whitehead, Zone One (2011) 
ASSIGNMENTS: For each of these, I will provide a more in-depth assignment sheet when the time 
comes. 
Conspiracy Theory Presentation: You will do an oral report on one of the many, many conspiracy 
theories circulating in our culture today. You do not have to believe in the theory (although you can 
choose one you believe in). Your oral report (and the written one you will tum in on the day you present), 
will explain the theory you have chosen and then connect it to one or more of the texts we have read. 
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accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 
217-581-6583 to make an appointment. 
The Student Success Center: Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are 
encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/-success) for assistance with time 
management, text taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
COURSE CATALQG DESCRIPTIQN: Emphasis on such topics as the Fabulous 50's, the Beats, 
emerging minority cultures, the rise of feminism, postmodernism, and minimalism. Writers may include 
Bishop, Ginsberg, Plath, Bellow, Vonnegut, Shepard, Kesey, Olson, Baraka, Mason, Erdrich, Morrison. 
(Group 3C) WI 
ENG 3704 READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
August25 M 
27W 
29 F 
Introduction 
Invisible Man, Chaps. 1-8 
Invisible Man, Chaps. 9-10 
Sept. 1 M Labor Day - no class 
Oct. 
3 W Invisible Man, Chaps. 11-17 
5 F Invisible Man, Chaps. 18-21 
8 M Invisible Man, Chaps. 22-end 
I 0 W Catch-22, Chaps. 1-8 
12 F Catch-22, Chaps. 9-15 
15 M Catch-22, 16-27 
17 W Catch-22, 28-36 
19 F Catch-22, 37-end 
22 M We Have Always Lived in the Castle, Chaps. 1-7 
24 W We Have Always Lived in the Castle, Chaps. 8-10 
26 F The Crying of Lot 49, Chaps 1-2 
29M 
lW 
3F 
The Crying of Lot 49, Chaps 3-about Y, way through Chapter 5 (pgs. 90 or so) 
The Crying of Lot 49, The other Y, of Chapter 5 
The Crying of Lot 49, Chaps. 6-7 
6 M Ceremony, pp. 1-93 at T.J. Martinson on Crying of Lot 49 
8 W Ceremony, pp. 93-138 
10 F Ceremony, pp. 138-188 
13 M Ceremony, pp. 188-end 
15 W Paranoia Essay Drafts due 
17 F FALL BREAK - NO CLASS 
